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O In the claims: 

•Hi— I. (currently amended) A method for removing a building block of a platform from a 
</> 

CD partition of the platform comprising: 
CQ 

halting activity by the partition on the building block, the partition indicated by a first 
partition identifier of the building block, the building block having joined the partition in a 
masterless manner; 

withdrawing resources of the building block from the partition; and, 

deauthorizing the building block from the partition^ 

wherein the masterless manner uses the first partition identifien a first physical port 

identifier indicating a physical location of the building block in the platform, and a first logical 
port identifier indicating a logical location of the building block in the partition identified by the 
first partition identifier, and second partition identifiers, second physical port identifiers, and 
second logical port identifiers of other building blocks of the platform . 

2. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein halting the activity by the partition on the 
building block comprises halting usage of memory of the building block by the partition. 



3. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein halting the activity by the partition on the 
building block comprises halting input/output (I/O) activity on the building block. 

4. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein halting the activity by the partition on the 
building block comprises halting processor tasks running on the building block. 

5. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein deauthorizing the building block from the 
partition comprises turning off a commit indicator of the building block. 
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O 6. (cancelled) 

7. (currently amended) The method of claim [[6]] i, wherein the masterless manner 
comprises: 

waiting for the other building blocks for a length of time based on whether the other 
building blocks are resetting or rebooting themselves; and, 

receiving from the other building blocks the second physical port identifiers and the 
second partition identifiers. 

8. (currently amended) The method of claim [[6]] 1, The method of claim 6, wherein the 
masterless manner comprises: 

waiting for the subset of the other building blocks for a length of time based on whether 
the subset of the other building blocks are reinitializing hardware and software of the subset of the 
other building blocks; and, 

receiving from the subset of the other building blocks the second logical port identifiers. 

9. (original) The method of claim 1, fiirther initially comprising joining the partition in the 
masterless manner. 



10. (original) A system comprising: 
a platform; 

a plurality of building blocks of the platform, each building block having a physical port 
identifier indicating a physical location in the platform, a partition identifier, and a logical port 
identifier indicating a logical location in a partition identified by the partition identifier; and, 
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3 a plurality of partitions of the platform, the partition identifier of each of the plurality of 

C3 building blocks indicating one of the plurality of partitions to which the building block is bound in 

a masterless manner using the physical port identifiers, the logical port identifiers, and the 

partition identifiers of the plurality of building blocks, 

where one of the plurality of building blocks is removed from the one of the plurality of 

partitions indicated by the partition identifier of the one of the plurality of building blocks to 

which the one of the plurality of building blocks has been bound. 



1 1 . (original) The system of claim 10, wherein the one of the plurality of building blocks is 
removed from the one of the plurality of partitions by at least halting activity by the one of the 
plurality of partitions on the one of the plurality of building blocks. 



12. (original) The system of claim 10, wherein the one of the plurality of building blocks is 
removed from the one of the plurality of partitions by at least withdrawing resources of the one of 
the plurality of building blocks from the one of the plurality of partitions. 

13. (original) The system of claim 10, wherein the one of the plurality of building blocks is 
removed from the one of the plurality of partitions by at least deauthorizing the building block 
from the partition. 



14. (original) The system of claim 10, wherein each building block fijrther has a protect 
indicator indicating whether the building block is currently write protected. 

15. (original) The system of claim 10, wherein each building block fijrther has a commit 
indicator indicating whether the building block is currently bound to the one of the plurality of 
partitions indicated by the partition identifier of the building block. 
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1 6. (original) The system of claim 1 5, wherein the commit indicator of the one of the plurality 
of building blocks removed from the one of the plurality of partitions is turned off upon removal 
of the one of the plurality of building blocks from the one of the plurality of partitions. 

17. (original) The system of claim 10, wherein each building block ftirther has a status 
indicator indicating a current status of the building block. 



18. (origmal) An article comprising: 

a computer-readable medium; and, 

means in the medium for removing a building block of a platform from a partition of the 
platform indicated by a first partition identifier of the building block and to which the building 
block has joined in a masteriess manner by using the first partition identifier, a first physical port 
identifier indicating a physical location of the building block in the platform, and a first logical 
port identifier indicating a logical location of the building block in the partition identified by the 
first partition identifier, and second partition identifiers, second physical port identifiers, and 
second logical port identifiers of other building blocks of the platform. 

19. (original) The article of claim 18, wherein the means removes the building block of the 
platform from the partition of the platform by at least halting activity by the one of the plurality of 
partitions on the one of the plurality of building blocks. 

20. (original) The article of claim 1 8, wherein the means removes the building block of the 
platform from the partition of the platform by at least withdrawing resources of the one of the 
plurality of building blocks from the one of the plurality of partitions. 



PAGE 8/12 * RCVD AT 2/23/2005 4:14:54 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * 8VR:U8PTO-EFXRF-1/0 ' DNI8:8729306 * C8ID:(42S)S63-2098 * DURATION <mm-ss):03-30 



To: Central Fax Nuiber USPTO e 783-87 Froii: tlichael Dryja 



P9 9/12 02-23-05 83:16 Pti CST 



o 



n 
o 

0) 



Downer Page 8 

Serial no. 10/045,774 
Filed 1/9/2002 

Attorney docket no. BEA920Q 1 003 1 US I 



21 . (original) The article of claim 18, wherein the means removes the building block of the 
platform from the partition of the platform by at least deauthorizing the building block from the 
partition. 

22. (original) The article of claim 1 8, wherein the medium is one of a modulated carrier signal 
and a recordable data storage medium. 
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